BARNES FOUNDATION
JAZZ AT THE CROSSROADS

September – December 2013

Produced by Laura Hartmann, LVanHart Artist Productions

September 20 – Marcus Stickland – Twi-Life
DownBeat Critic’s Poll winner Marcus Strickland has steadily proven to be an essential part of the jazz continuum since he stepped on the scene in the early 2000s.  Twi-Life, an electric band with its inception rooted in the soul music Strickland grew up listening to, is a testament to his irrepressible versatility. “It seems, so far, that every Twi-Life band will be signiﬁcantly different than the next because it is my refuge for trying out my wildest ideas,” says Strickland, who is emerging as one of the most multi-faceted and proliﬁc writers and performers of his generation.   His genre-bending propensity has produced fascinating and unconventional collaborations and this time around is no different; the members of this eclectic ensemble have worked individually with artists like Kanye West, Bilal and Art Blakey and the Jazz Messengers.   Strickland’s development as a producer is the nexus of this project whose music comes mostly from taking his beats and applying acoustic instrumentation and improvisation.
General:  http://marcusstrickland.com/
Article on Twi-Life, with videos (keep in mind this will be a smaller group):  http://www.dromnyc.com/events/2279/revive-music-presents-marcus-stricklands-twi-life#.Ua9Fr0DVCSo
November 15 – Freddie Bryant and the Kaleidoscope Trio
A native New Yorker, Freddie is a guitarist of wide ranging talents.  He is known for his mastery of Brazilian guitar, but a recent experience as a “Jazz Ambassador” on a State Department tour, Freddie formed a lasting bond with a sitarist from India.  He has since studied eastern music and has infused that in his music.  His trio, Willard Dyson on drums & percussion and Patrice Blanchard on bass, will take us on a music journey from jazz and blues by way of Brazil, the Far East, and anywhere in between!
http://www.freddiebryant.com/
December 20 – Carolyn Leonhart, Vocalist

Carolyn Leonhart has been surrounded by music her entire life. Born into a family of musicians, Carolyn was singing as soon as she could talk. As a young child she traveled with her father, noted bassist Jay Leonhart, to gigs and watched him accompany legends like Sarah Vaughn, Mel Torme, and Peggy Lee. On her own, she listened to recordings of Vaughn, Carmen McRae, and Johnny Hartman as well as Stevie Wonder, The Doobie Brothers, Earth Wind and Fire, and Steely Dan.  The bar had already been set high for Carolyn, who has worked as lead back-up vocalist with Steely Dan through eight years, three world tours, two albums, and four Grammys. "I have always written songs, but I'm not a trained musician," she explains. "I've learned everything by doing, and by watching my writing idols, Donald Fagen, Walter Becker and my father. Observing each of them in the moment, creating their magic, has been an intoxicating thing to witness and be a part of."  Carolyn will interpret, through her own jazz kaleidoscope, songs of Michael MacDonald, Donald Fagan and Steely Dan, among other classic rock favorites.  And, she might even surprise you with a few of her favorite Christmas tunes!
